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Equal
Measures

All alcohol is treated equally under the law:
e Drink driving laws don’t distinguish between

S lW=T memsures

Equal measures of alcohol - 1 standard drink

Equal measures of alcohol
- about 1.5 standard drinks —=>

e Alcohol is alcohol, whether brewed, distilled * A nip of spirits, served straight or mixed, is types of alcohol
or fermented, and has exactly the same exactly the same strength, and has exactly e Breathalysers measure amounts of alcohol in
health benefits in moderation and the same the same effects, as a pot of full-strength the blood — not types
|ntOX|.cat|ng effects in excess. | beer ora glgss of wine. « One legal purchasing age for all alcohol - not
e A typical serving of each of the different . Readfy-to-drln'k alcohol products (RTDs) different ages for beer, wine or spirits
alcohol beverages, as above, contains the are of an equivalent strength to packaged . C
same amount of alcohol, and is therefore beer - about 5% alcohol by volume, or 1.5 * I(i)cr;sg:tﬁ)msglfl ls'qlijrﬁ;“(;v?g:g? l;:;t separate
recognised as a standard drink. standard drinks. pInts,

e One advertising code for all alcohol types

50%-— Australia's alcohol market shares|
$0-80 7 Alcohol Tax per Standard Drink - Feb 2003 $0.73 very ungual T & alcohol tax shares (02/03 est.)
ol |
070 1 Measures - e BAlc. Market Share
$0.60 - it | OAlc. Tax Share
Yet, alcohol is taxed very unequally: .. |
8050 <« Comparing equal amounts of
s040 | alcohol (standard drinks), spirits pay =1
' more than twice the alcohol tax on .« —
$0-291 beer and bottled wine, 5 times the el
$030 1 oz tax on port and nearly 11 times the .
- tax on average cask wine. e o
$0.20 s0.16 <« Comparing mid-strength products, -
RTDs pay almost 50% more tax per et wine Spirts RDs
$0.10 {5004 standard drink than beer.
<« Comparing full-strength products, A Spirits make up only 12% of the alcohol
5 ‘ : RTDs pay almost 30% more tax per market, yet pay 30% of all alcohol tax. In
Do gt o gt Pigss ot it migts o o comea standard drink than beer. comparison, wine, with 30% of the mar-

Beer Beer Beer Beer Draught Beer Beer Draught Wine Wina ket, pays 15% Of the tax.

RTDs RTDs (814.99)




